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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE HAVANA 0784 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MILI MZ RH CU 

SUBJECT: CUBANS CONDEMN RHODESIAN INCURSION INTO MOZAMBIQUE 

1 . GRANMA, DECEMBER 6, CARRIES SHORT DECLARATION OF CUBAN MINIS- 
TRY OF FOREIGN AFFIARS BELATEDLY CONDEMNING RECENT RHODESION 
INCURSION INTO MOZAMBIQUE. (DECLARATION IS DATED DECEMBER 2.) 
DECLARATION OMITS MENTION OF EARLIER REPORTED CASUALTY FIGURE OF 
1000 ZIMBABWE LIBERATION FORCES MEMBERS, AND STATES ONLY THAT 
THERE WERE A HIGH NUMBER OF CIVILIAN VICTIMS INCLUDING ONE 
HUNDRED CHILDREN. CUBA REITERATES ITS "UNRESTRICTED SUPPORT FOR 
SAMORA MACHEL-DIRECTED GOVERNMENT" AND CALLS FOR INCREASE OF 
MATERIAL AND POLITICAL SUPPORT FOR MOZAMBIQUE FROM INTERNA- 
TIONAL COMMUNITY AND ESPECIALLY NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT. 

2. COMMENT: DECLARATION IS BRIEF AND NON-SPECIFIC WITH REGARD TO 
ADDITIONAL CUBAN SUPPORT, IF ANY, THAT WILL BE PROVIDED. 

SENIOR CUBAN OFFICIAL HAS TOLD US THAT FIDEL CASTRO IS EXTREMELY 
RELUCTANT TO ISSUE PUBLIC POLICY STATEMENTS GENERALLY AND MAY BE 
EVEN MORE SO NOW AFTER CUBAN DECLARATION ON SOMALI-ETHIOPIAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 HAVANA 00784 071909Z 

CONFLICT (HAVANA 535) BACKFIRED WITH SOMALI DECISION TO BREAK 
RELATIONS. LACK OF REFERENCE TO HELP FROM SOCIALIST NATIONS MAY BE 
BOTH (A) EFFORT ON CUBANS’ PART TO PROMOTE THEIR OWN NON ALIGNED 
IMAGE IN WAKE OF RECENT DAMAGING USG STATEMENTS ON CUBAN PRESENCE 
IN AFRICA AS WELL AS (B) EFFORT NOT TO ANGER SAMORA MACHEL (WHO 
CUBANS PRIVATELY STATE HAS NOT FULLY OPTED FOR ALIGNMENT WITH 
USSR/EE). REFERENCE TO CUBAN BACKING OF SAMORA MACHEL PERSON- 
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ALLY, RATHER THAN FRELIMO OR MOZAMBIQUE, MAY BE INTENDED TO COUN- 
TER ANY SUSPICION THAT CUBAN BACKING OF ZAPU IS AIMED TO COMPETE 
WITH SAMORA MACHEL'S PROMOTION OF ZANU. 

LANE 
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